is going down here, is this another split of
air?

A.  No.  No, it's not.

Q.  Where is your other split of air?

A.  ItTs the same split of air that is coining
from that entire gob that is going through
there.  It is the same air.

Q.  Where is the other split of air.

A, The other split of air is over here in
the main return that this air is trying to
filter into.

Mr. Endler conceded that a 3.26 percent methane reading
at the BE.-14 was not personally acceptable to him, and that
he would not be satisfied with 3 percent methane at any BE
location because he believes it is dangerous.  Although MSHA
representatives had advised him that up to 4.5 percent meth-
ane is acceptable for air coming off the bleeder connectors
as a matter of law, Mr. Endler' s personal opinion is that it
is not acceptable (Tr. 139-140).  He admitted that as a mine
foreman, he would not be comfortable with 3 or 4 percent meth-
ane at the BE point because he would be concerned that the
ventilation may not be adequate (Tr. 141, 143-144).

Larry Luther, testified that he has 17-1/2 years of min-
ing experience and that he is employed by the respondent as a
surveyor, and periodically performs duties as a mine examiner
examining BE points and air courses.  At the time the citation
was issued in this case, he was performing these duties (Tr.
151).

Mr. Luther confirmed that he travelled with Inspector
Sparvieri on March 16, 1984, and that six BE points were exam-
ined that day (Tr. 152).  Referring to the diagram, exhibit
0-3, Mr. Luther stated that he and Mr. Sparvieri walked up
the return to the BE-14 location and he made a methane reading
of 2.9 to 3.1 percent, and Mr. Sparvieri recorded 3.3 percent.
Mr, Luther recorded 2.5 methane outby the BE-14 location, 1.3
further outby, and .4 further outby.  Mr. Sparvieri believed
it was safe, and they returned to the BE-14 location and inby.
Mr. Luther recorded a reading higher than 2.9 inby the BE-14
location <Tr. 152-153).
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